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"" ~ SITE DESCRIPTION/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Site Name and Location

TRW Incorporated County: Ionia
902 Lyons Road . Michigan Code Number: 34-06N-05W-28BB
Portland, MI 48875 DNR District: Grand Rapids

EPA ID Number: MID006017693

-

SAS Score/Screen No.: 05

TRW Incorporated, Portland, Michigan manufactures heavy duty steering
linkages for use in heavy road equipment. Industrial wastes consist of
cooling waters, soluble cutting oils and bonderizing rinses. These
wastes are directed from inside storage tanks to the first of a series of
three settling lagoons which finally discharges to a flood plain marsh,
approximately 450 feet from the Grand River. Sanitary wastes, after
initial treatment in a septic tank, are also discharged to the first
lagoon of the series. 0il sludge was once disposed in a pit on the
southeast corner of the site. The pit contents and associated contami-
nated solls were removed in 1972 and replaced with sand. Methanol, fuel
olls and grease are currently stored in onsite barrels or underground
tanks.

An April 1982 hydrogeological study determined that sanitary and process
wastewater in the treatment lagoons or old sludge pit do not appear to be
a potential hazard to the groundwater, however significant concentrations
of PCB's, heavy metals, detergents, fecal coliforms, and oil were detect-
ed in sediment from the final effluent to the marsh in September 1980 and
March 1973, O0il and grease were also discovered in a monitoring well
located on plant property. Unconsolidated sand and gravel deposits
comprise much of the soil material at the site. The plant and city
residences depend on drinking water from municipal wells located one mule
east from the site. The groundwater flow direction was determined to be
toward the river and away from the municipal wells. Algae growth is
overabundant in the treatment lagoons due to high levels of phosphate
content in the wastewater.

Follow~up Recommendations to EPA

This site is a medium priority for site inspection. Further groundwater,
surface water and soil samples need to be obtained to determine the level
and extent of offsite contamination from the plant that may potentially
impact the wetlands and drinking supply in the area.

Date of Previous Summary: Current Date: 6/17/85
Previous Author: Author: James Carr

Site Assessment Unit
Groundwater Quality Division
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources
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